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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 13305 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PLOS, PFOR, GR, TU 
SUBJECT: AEGEAN DISPUTE 

REF: A) ATHENS 12966; B) ATHENS 12453 

1 . DURING A CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS, THE NEW CHIEF OF THE 
MFA TURKEY-CYPRUS DIVISION, DIMITRIS MACRIS, COMMENTED ON 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE GREEK-TURKISH DIALOGUE ON THE AEGEAN. 
MACRIS SAID THAT THE MEETING BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTERS BITSIOS 
AND CAGLAYANGIL AFTER THE NATO MINISTERIAL HAD BEEN GENERALLY 
POSITIVE. THE TWO DIPLOMATS HAD REVIEWED THE BERN 
"PROCEDURES" AGREEMENT AND DISCUSSED FURTHER 
THE OUTSTANDING PROBLEM AREAS IN THE AEGEAN AIR 
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SPACE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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2. ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF DISCUSSIONS, MACRIS SAID THAT THE 
MIXED COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS WOULD GET TOGETHER AGAIN TOWARDS 
THE END OF JANUARY 1977 TO DETERMINE WHAT STEPS MIGHT BE 
TAKEN NEXT. HE SAID THE GREEKS ENVISAGED EACH PANEL OF 
EXPERTS PRESENTING THEIR RESPECTIVE VIEWS ON SIMILAR 
CONTINENTAL SHELF CASES IN OTHER AREAS OF THE WORLD IN ORDER 
TO EXAMINE PRECEDENTS AND PRINCIPLES (PARA 8 AND 9 OF THE 

BERN AGREEMENT) FOR POSSIBLE APPLICATION TO THE AEGEAN. THE 
GREEKS WERE ALREADY VERY BUSY EXAMINING THE RECORD. HE ADDED, 
AND HOPED THE TURKS WERE ALSO DOING THEIR HOMEWORK.HOWEVER, 
WHEN ASKED IF THE GREEK SIDE MIGHT BE PREPARED TO MAKE 
PROPOSALS AND, IF SO WHAT KIND, MACRIS DEMURRED BY SAYING THAT 
IT WAS STILL VERY EARLY FOR THE GREEK SIDE TO SURFACE ANY 
PROPOSALS. 

3. REGARDING THE FIR TALKS, MACRIS INDICATED BOTH SIDES WERE 
FAIRLY CLOSE TOGETHER. HE COMMENTED THAT THERE NEW WERE BUT 
THREE POINTS UPON WHICH AGREEMENT WAS STILL NECESSARY. THE 
FIRST RELATED TO THE WIDTH OF THE (SECURITY) ZONE SURROUNDING 
THE FIR LINE SINCE THE NORTH-SOUTH EXTENT OF THE ZONE HAD BEEN 
AGREED. AS TO THE WIDTH, THE PROPOSAL NOW PENDING WAS THAT 
THE TURKISH LITTORAL SHOULD BE USED AS THE BASE LINE, WITH A 
SECURITY "ZONE" EXTENDING 30 NAUTICAL MILES TO THE 

WEST OF THIS LINE AND 20 NAUTICAL MILES TO THE EAST. 

THE ACTUAL ZONE WOULD BE DESCRIBED IN THE PUBLISHED 
AGREEMENT BY COORDINATES IN ORDER TO SATISFY THE TURKISH 
DESIRE TO AVOID MENTION OF THE PRESENT FIR LINE WHICH 
THEY WERE CONCERNED MIGHT BE INTERPRETED BY SOME AS A 
PERMANENT BOUNDARY. 

4. THE SECOND PENDING ISSUE WAS TURKISH INSISTENCE ON 
NOTIFICATION OF EACH AND EVERY COMMERCIAL FLIGHT IN THE 
AEGEAN. THE GREEK SIDE WAS RELUCTANT TO ACCEDE TO THIS 
REQUEST BECAUSE A REVIEW OF ACTIVITY DURING THE PAST SUMMER 
MONTHS REVEALED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN ALMOST TWO THOUSAND 
FLIGHTS ON NON-MILITARY AIRCRAFT DAILY. THE TREND WAS 
TOWARDS INCREASING AIR TRAFFIC, MAKING THIS NOTIFICATION 
PROCEDURE PHYSICALLY TOO OVERWHELMING A REQUIREMENT WITH 
WHICH TO COMPLY. THE THIRD ITEM, WHICH MACRIS SAID WAS IN 
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HIS OPINION A MINOR POINT, WAS THE NUMBER OF MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT WHICH WOULD CONSTITUTE A "SORTIE" THAT HAD TO BE 
IDENTIFIED. INITIALLY, BOTH SIDES HAD BEEN FAR APART, BUT 
NOW THEY HAD CLOSED TO THE POINT THAT THEY WERE DISCUSSING 
LEVELS OF BETWEEN 25 (GREEK PREFERENCE) TO 20 (TURKISH 
PREFERENCE) AIRCRAFT PER SORTIE. ALTHOUGH NO DATE HAD BEEN 
FIXED. THE FIR TALKS WOULD CONTINUE IN ATHENS, PROBABLY 
THROUGH TURKISH AMBASSADOR TEZEL. 
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5. AS AN ASIDE, MACRIS MENTIONED THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
SIGNING OF THE BERN "PROCEDURES" AGRRF.MF.NT HAD 
ANGERED THE MILITARY IN ANKARA BECAUSE THE TURKISH 
SIDE HAD THEREBY COMMITTED ITSELF TO REFRAIN FROM 
ANY INITIATIVE OR ACT WHICH MIGHT HINDER THE NEGOTIATIONS 
(PARA 6 OF THE AGREEMENT). THUS THE TURKS ADOPTED AN 
INTRANSIGENT POSTURE AT THE PARIS AIR TALKS WHICH THEN 
ENDED INCONCLUSIVELY. 

KUBISCH 
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